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	OGBIA COMMUNITY UK & EUROPE – GENERAL MEETING AGENDA & MINUTES 

	Date, Time:

Location:
	Sunday 22nd March 2026 

Zoom 

	Chair:
	Dr Carpi Olali – President 


	
	Agenda Item
	Remarks 

	1.0
	Apologies: Belema Alagoa 

Attendees:  Dr Olali Carpi (President/Chair), Opudo Abila (Secretary), Dr Okelanie Aworabhi (Financial Secretary), Keziah Joseph (Welfare Secretary), Anthony Harcourt (Patron), Professor Bams Abila (Patron), Timi Olali, Victory Miduador, Azibaolegesi, Azibaswam Lilian Afagha, Juliet Pogosia, Mikioma Okilo, Azibaola Ukeji, YD Amakiri, Bomane Muzan, Ayam Jerry. 
Minutes: Opudo Abila – General Secretary

Welcome & Introduction: President facilitated introductions. Each member stated their name, village/Town of origin in Ogbia, and current place of residence in the UK/Europe. The Chair welcomed all and encouraged optimism and pride in personal achievements. 

	

	1.1
	Opening Prayer: Led by Bomane Muzan 
	

	1.2 
	President Speech/Announcement/House Keeping By President:  Thanked Juliet Pogosia for designing the approved community logo and called for more selfless contributions. Reminder to all members to be respectful during conversations and maintain the spirit of brotherhood/sisterhood.
	

	1.3
	Approval of Last Minutes of General Meeting Held 14th September 2025: General Consensus agreed to approve - Motioned moved by Victory and Seconded by Azibola. 
	

	1.2
	Actions From Previous meeting 
No

Date By 
Action

Owner & Progress Update

RAG

1

20/5/26

Investigate Requirements & Processes of Registering as a Charity. Present at Next Meeting 
YD Amakiri & Team 

 

2

20/4/26 
Visit to family with new bouncing baby 
Welfare Secretary 
3
30/4/26
Complete form for change of Bank signatories 
Secretary – Opudo/Financial secretary 
 

4
20/4/26
Circulate Details of Summer Barbecue 
Secretary 
 


	

	2.0
	PROPOSED CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES FOR 2026  
	

	2.1
	Secretary presented the proposed calendar to the house for deliberations. Key agreements following deliberations: 

General Meetings Every other month – May, July, September, and November 2026. Secretary to communicate dates. 
Summer Barbecue:  Provisional Date 19 July 2026

Seminars: Two online seminars agreed – one on life skills acquisition and one on health, wellbeing, and empowerment.

End-of-year party/event: Discussed but deferred due to capacity and funding.

The physical barbecue was emphasised as vital for bonding, in line with previous agreements. All items were approved in principle.


	

	3.0
	LEGAL REGISTRATION OF OGBIA COMMUNITY UK & EUROPE 
	

	3.1
	An extensive, respectful debate was held on the legal structure. Three options were outlined:

Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO / full Charity status): Benefits include Tax relief, Gift Aid, grants, credibility, and public-benefit alignment (promotion of Ogbia culture/arts). Requires £5,000 minimum income, 3 trustees, and Charities Commission oversight.

Community Interest Company (CIC): Easier setup, less compliance, but no Gift Aid or certain tax benefits.

Post-pone: Gather more information from similar organisations first.

Contributors weighed pros/cons in detail. The consensus strongly favoured full Charity status for long-term growth and fundraising potential.

Community Voted – Decision: The house voted overwhelmingly in favour of registering as a full Charity (CIO).  
	

	4.0
	FINANCE 
	

	4.1
	Financial Secretary gave An update: Annual dues reminder: £60 per member (or £50 if paid in one lump sum); students can pay £30 if they are able to do so. Current balances (as of 5 January 2026):

Current account: £870.58

Deposit account: £2,838.35

Signatories: Current three (President, Elder Otokito, Kennedy). Proposal to update one signatory to Financial Secretary or General Secretary Opudo Abila due to absence of Kennedy. (Elder Otokito happy to continue assisting). Agreed; NatWest forms to be requested.

Members encouraged to pay dues to support barbecue and other goals. A suggestion by Juliet to maintain £60 rate (not drop to £50 if affordable) was well received for team spirit. Account details will be reposted after the meeting. All urged to pay promptly to fund activities.
	

	5.0
	DATABASE  
	

	5.1
	Ongoing development of the community database was reported by Secretary. Work in progress to capture member records accurately – The idea is for communication, signposting, celebrating Birthdays and general administration. Members encouraged to provide/update their details. 
	

	6.0
	SEMINAR: PROPOSAL FOR LIFE SKILLS 
	

	
	Proposal for Seminar was presented by President with emphasis on adaptable skills for the UK. Seminar was endorsed as part of the 2026 calendar. Other seminars on health, wellbeing, and empowerment will follow. These will support personal and professional growth. Dates and facilitators to be confirmed by the Executive.
	

	5.0
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS (AOB) 
	

	5.1
	Welfare Matters: The Secretary reminded the house of the need to pay the President a condolence visit following his recent bereavement (loss of his brother). 

The President joyfully announced the birth of a new baby – a wonderful addition to the community family. Congratulations by various members were extended to the parents.


	

	5.2
	Summer Barbecue hosting: This was Discussed and agreed – President volunteered his residence IN Leeds for the community to host the event on 19 July 2026. The offer was warmly accepted by the house. Logistics and planning to proceed immediately. Summer Barbecue to be Hosted in Leeds 
	

	5.3
	New members: New Members were formally welcomed to the community.
	

	5.4
	Meeting Timing:  Reminder to start meetings promptly and finish within the time scale of two hours maximum. Members encouraged to remain active and contribute ideas for future growth.
	

	55. 
	Appreciation & Closing Prayer: President thanked everyone for their positive contributions and unity. The meeting closed with a prayer by Victory. 
	

	5.0
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING: 24TH MAY 2026 AT 18:00 PROMPT 
	


Ogbia Community UK & Europe, 27 Walston Way, Huntingdon, PE28 4GT 

General Secretary Tel: 07909737505 | President Tel: 07969514805 | Email: ogbiaukcommunity@gmail.com
Facebook: Ogbia Community UK & Europe | WhatsApp Group: Contact General Secretary 
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